Running Head: CRIME CONTROL POLICIES, RATIONAL AND SITUATIONAL CHOICE THEORIES	1
CRIME CONTROL POLICIES, RATIONAL AND SITUATIONAL CHOICE THEORIES		1














Crime Control Policies, Rational and Situational Choice Theories (UNIT 1)
Student Name
Institution







Crime Control Policies, Rational and Situational Choice Theories
Upon studying articles on National Crime Control Policies, I discerned that there is a general need to emphasize on technology, privacy and how law enforcement acquires data for the prosecution of offenders. Technology is used to commit more sophisticated crimes, and it is interesting how law enforcement officers and those in the legal system are progressively applying tech tools to fight crime. However, there is dire need to explore the crime control policies regarding the use of technology and the infringement of people’s fourth amendment right.  
The conviction of Huwe Burton for the murder of his mother was recently thrown out after serving nearly three decades in prison. He worked together with a team of lawyers and a psychologist to prove that police coerced his prior confession to murder. Saul Kassin, a pioneer psychologist in the area of the rational theory of criminology,  played a significant role in the exoneration of Burton. He centred his reasoning on how police use overpowering physical and psychological pressure to coerce a confession. He explained that the accused experiences soo much pressure that he weighs between the suffering, the false confession and going to prison (Kassin,2020).
The situational choice theory provides a link between crime, science and life. The circumstances one is experiencing attribute to the rationale of engaging in misconduct. Experts show that there are two sides to this theory: the individualists and collective concept. Individualists focus on the personal reasons that push one to commit a crime. Individualists believe that the policies and law enforcement should have more stringent authority to fight crime.
On the other hand, collectivists believe that society is asymmetrical and the minority is at a high probability to commit crime due to influences from the conduct of close relatives and friends. They even end up believing that going to prison is something expected and that they should engage in criminal activities to survive until they get caught. Collectivists argue that the policies should address the social conditions that act as stimulants for the crime. (Presser & Sandberg, 2019)Better housing and more employment opportunities are one such means of reducing crime as persons will be content with earning a living and having a house. However, these approaches can be applied simultaneously to reduce the causes of crime and punish individual offenders.
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